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The Fengdao kejie or "Rules and Precepts for Worshiping the Dao" dates from the early seventh
century and is a key text of medieval Daoist priesthood and monasticism, which was first
formally organized in the sixth century. Compiled to serve the needs of both monastic
practitioners and priests in training it describes the fundamental rules, organizational principles,
and concrete establishments of Daoist institutions. Speaking in their own voices and presenting
the ideal Daoist life of their time, priests and recluses come to life in this fascinating ancient
document. Livia Kohn here offers the first complete annotated translation of the Fengdao kejie.
She begins with three introductory chapters that outline the development of Daoist organizations
and institutions, discuss the date and compilation of the work, and present key issues of
terminology and worldview. The text itself contains eighteen sections that address the
importance of karma and retribution, the creation of buildings, sacred statues, and scriptures,
the design of sacred utensils and ritual clothing, the organization and structure of the ordination
hierarchy, as well as a number of essential rituals, from the recitation of the scriptures to the daily
devotions and the ordination ceremony. The Daoist Monastic Manual offers a clear and vibrant
description of the lifestyle and organizational structures of medieval Daoism, rooting the religion
in the concrete reality of daily activities.
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Anthony Gentile, “Interesting but not necessary!. This is great for research purposes. It was very
interesting to read about. The information is basically all about the religious Daoism regarding
more specifically the priesthood; thus making this version of Daosim fall into the category of
most organized religions. Daosim was originally not meant to be an organized religion. That is
the fact that most people do not understand. Religious Daosim borrows heavily from Buddhism.
It was mainly due to the fact that Buddhism was taking over China. Therefore they felt it
necessary to create Daoist temples and priests so that it would not die out. Religious Daosim
truly takes away the freedom and beauty that encompasses the original Daosim as taught in the
Dao De Jing. This is great however if you are interested in the religious side of Daoism and will
serve as a nice reference to keep in your Daoist library.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.0. 1 people have provided feedback.
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